
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 March 21, 2006 
 
 REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 
The Committee on Finance convened on March 21, 2006, as a Committee of the Whole with Chairman 
William White presiding and Committee Members Aldermen Rebekah Gewirtz, Maryann Heuston, Walter 
Pero, Denise Provost, William Roche, Bruce Desmond, Dennis Sullivan, Thomas Taylor and Robert Trane 
also present and voting.  Also present were Mayor Joe Curtatone, Janice Delory of the Mayor’s Office, 
Solicitor John Gannon, Director of Capital Projects Jerry Boyle, School Superintendent Tony Pierantozzi, 
members of the School Committee, Finance Director Ed Bean and interested members of the public. 
 
The committee met to discuss the Mayor’s request to amend the standing appropriation of $23,400,000 for 
the construction of the Albert Argenziano School at Lincoln Park to a revised appropriation of 
$35,728,596. 
 
Alderman Roche clarified, for the record, why he was not prepared to vote for the appropriation at the last 
committee meeting, saying that since that meeting, he has received a voluminous amount of information 
that is necessary in order to make an informed decision on the matter. 
 
Mayor Curtatone addressed the committee regarding a letter from the MSBA and again told the members 
that initially, construction inflation was going to be covered by the state.  Now, however, it appears that the 
State Treasures is backtracking on that assurance, claiming that the city did not follow guidelines in 
preparing the proper paperwork.  Mayor Curtatone informed the committee that the paperwork was just 
forwarded to the city 2 weeks ago for completion.  City officials met with Senator Jehlen and were 
amenable to entertaining value engineering as well as any other fiscal maneuvers to scale down the 
shortfall.  Mr. Boyle stated that the city did everything the State Treasurer’s Office requested, but in the 
end, the city was told that the state would not increase the reimbursement beyond the initial 2003 figure. 
 
Asked if Treasurer Cahill was on record as promising the 90% reimbursement, Mayor Curtatone replied 
that he didn’t know it there was an official record kept, noting that the city is seeking to obtain any 
pertinent documents.  He also noted that the city will prepare a detailed response to all the stated 
inaccuracies and that a copy of the response would be hand delivered to all BOA members.  Chairman 
White asked that a per pupil footage comparison to other schools of comparable size be included in the 
city’s response. 
 
Mr. Orr, Mr. LaFuente, Mrs. Rossetti and Mrs. Cardoso all spoke in favor of the appropriation. 
 



The following requests for additional information were made: 
 
Chairman White requested a spreadsheet detailing the cost of construction, including the increases in labor, 
materials and any other categories. 
 
Alderman Trane requested that the Administration provide the criteria for the 16.9% increase in the 
Building Costs Index for Boston. 
 
Alderman Heuston requested a breakdown of all costs as they relate to the $10,561,394 amount. 
 
The committee discussed matters before it and took action on the following 9 items: 
 
 180456: Communication from Mayor - Requesting acceptance of a $45,700 grant from 
  the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for the Active Living By Design  
 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved 
 VOTE: Unanimous 10 - 0 in favor 

 180457: Communication from Mayor - Requesting acceptance of a $40,000 grant from 
  the MA Cultural Council for the Arts Union initiative in Union Sq. 
 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved 
 VOTE: Unanimous 10 - 0 in favor 

 180490: Communication from Mayor - Requesting the transfer of $20,000 from Free  
 Cash to a Legal Services account. 
 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved (Alderman Trane recused himself) 
 VOTE: Unanimous 9 - 0 in favor 
 
                              180532: Communication from Mayor - Requesting authorization of a 3-year agreement 

with CGI Communications, Inc. to provide website services and a promotional 
campaign 

 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved 
 VOTE: Roll Call, 7 in favor, 3 against, 1 absent 

 180536: Communication from Mayor - Requesting approval to transfer $25,000 from  
 Receipts Reserved for Appropriation-Insurance Reimbursement to Personnel  
 PS Professional & Technical Services, to fund a Wage and Classification  
 Study for non-union positions. 
 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved 
 VOTE: Unanimous 10 - 0 in favor 



 180558: Communication from Mayor - Requesting approval of the appropriation of  
 $1,667 from Unreserved Fund Balance (Free Cash) to Personnel Salaries  
 Monthly, to fund the ADA Coordinator. 
 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved 
 VOTE: Unanimous 10 - 0 in favor 

 180559: Communication from Mayor - Requesting approval of the appropriation of  
 $1,042 from Unreserved Fund Balance (Free Cash) to Law Salaries Monthly,  
 to fund the Municipal Hearing Officer. 
 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved 
 VOTE: Unanimous 10 - 0 in favor 

 180610: Communication from Mayor - Requesting the amendment of the standing  
 appropriation of $23,400,000 for the construction of the Albert Argenziano  
 School to a revised appropriation of $35,728,596. 
 RECOMMENDATION: Discharged without recommendation 
 VOTE: Unanimous 10 - 0 in favor 
 
 180612: Communication from Mayor - Requesting a transfer of $9,912 from ISD PS  
 Salaries to ISD OM Printing and Bookbinding Accts. 
 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved 
 VOTE: Unanimous 10 - 0 in favor 

 180613: Communication from Mayor - Requesting a transfer of $8,000 from Police PS 
  Training Overtime Acct. to Police OM In Service Training Acct. 
 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved 
 VOTE: Unanimous 10 - 0 in favor 
  
                               180615: Communication from Mayor - Requesting approval to expend a $9,000 grant 

from the Exec. Office of Public Safety 
 RECOMMENDATION: Should be approved 
                          VOTE:  Unanimous 10 - 0 in favor 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Alderman William A. White, Jr., Chairman 
Committee on Finance 
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